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lying in Hong Kong during the plague epidemic in 1894, and
from which some hundreds of men volunteered to do "plague
work " in Hong Kong, is now in Calcutta. Tfley are showing
non-venereal buboes in extraordinary numbers, and their ail-
ment is viewed with suspicion by some, and classed with
others as ordinary occurrences of buboEs. But we fail to
recall any such disease in our textbooks, and can only join in
the view that these are cases of mild plague or a separate
disease.
As will be seen from the report in another column, Dr.

Cantlie, in his paper on The Spread of Plague read before the
Epidemiological Society on December i6th, I896, discussed
this aspect of the subject. He stated that idiopathic bubo-
bubon d'embl6e-has been prevalent on the China coast for
several years, so much so that active correspondence went on
between the Hong Kong and Singapore Branches of the
British Medical Association on this very subject as to their
nature. The subsequent outbreak of plague in China raised
the question whether these idiopathic buboes should be in-
cluded under the heading pesti8 minor or whether they were
a separate and hitherto unrecorded disease.
The Calcutta observers are evidently divided into two

camps: the exponents of the bacillus declare that a bacillus
identical in microscopic appearance, but differing in toxic
powers, is met with in these cases of idiopathic bubo and in
those of the ambulatory form of plague which are at the present
moment met with in Calcutta. '['heir opponents reject the
bacillus altogether, denying that it is in any way allied to the
true plague bacillus. The issue of tp investigation will be
awaited with interest.

DEATH UIPDU ANZST BETICS.

MR. A. M. WATTS,H4at the Hereford General
Infirmary, forwards u a _ of a death under chloro-
form which occurred at at ao December 7th.
The patient was a g&$ s s who was admitted to the

hospital on Novemrabei w oe symptoms. As her
abdomen was very teni u d, t was found necessary to
put her under chlorofZ - two _ebons for the purpose of
examination. An abm loft psoas muscle having
been diagnosed it wu o^_p November I3th, this time
the patient being unde, tok the anesthetic well
on each occasion. The child a car on the right upper
eyelid, the result of a burn, which prevented her eosing the
lids, and it was decided on December 7th, the patient being
in better health, with little discharge from the abscess and a
normal temperature, to divide the scar and graft a piece of
skin. Chloroform was administered on a fold of lint, as on
the two previous occasions, and the child was never deeply
under its influence; but after about ten minutes, and when
the operation was practically finished, her pulse was felt to
stop, she then took a few slow, sighing respirations, and
ceased to breathe. The head was at once lowered, artificial
respiration begun and continued for an hour, the trachea was
also opened, and brandy, ether, and strychnine injected hypo-
dermically without any result. A couple of minutes before
the pulse stopped the patient vomited a little mucus, and just
before the conjunctival reflex was present, showing that she
was coming to. Not more than 3v of Duncan and Flock-
hart's chloroform was used. The post-mortem examination
showed that all the organs were healthy,
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NOTICE OF MEETING.
A MEETING of the Council will be held in the Council Room
of the Association, at No. 429, Strand (corner of Agar Street),
London, on Wednesday the 20th day of January next, at
2 o'clock in the afternoon.

FRANCIS FOWKE, General Secretary.

NOTICE OF QUARTERLY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL
FOR 1897.

MEETINGS of the Council will be held on January 20th, April
14th, July 7th, and October 20th, 1897. Candidates for
election by the Council of the Association must send in
their forms of application to the General Secretary not later
than twenty-one days before each meeting-namely, Decem-
ber 31st, I896, March 25th, June 17th, and September 30th,
1897.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS.
Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any

by-law of the Association, who shall be recommended as
eligible by any three members, may be elected a member by
the Council or by any recognised Branch Council.
Candidates seeking elecftn by a Branch Council should

apply to the Secretary of the Branch. No members can be
elected by a Branch Council unless their names have been
inserted in the circular summoning the meeting at which
they seek election.

FRANcIs FOWxE, General Secretary.

LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIAT1ON.

MEMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of the
members in commodious apartments, at the offices of the
Association, 429, Strand. The rooms are open from IO A.M. to
5 P.M., Saturdays, IO A.M. to 2 P.M. Members can have their
letters addressed to them at the Office.

MONTREAL BRANCH.
THE annual meeting of this Branch was held on December
2nd at Montreal in the rooms of the Association, Dr. RODDICK
in the chair. There were present: lDrs. J. A. Hutchison, Wm.
Gardner, James Perrigo, G. G. Campbell, K. Cameron,
Morrow, E. P. Blackader, J. G. Adami, Kirkpatrick, Proudfoot,
G. T. Ross, Birkett.

Pre8ident'8 Addre88.-The PRESIDENT reviewed the work of
the past year as follows: The year about to terminate has
been an eventful one in the history of this Branch. Your
Council has been called to meet many times during the year.
Quarterly meetings have been regularly held, and we are
indebted to Drs. Adami, Johnston, Macphail, and Martin for
pathological specimens shown at each meeting. We are also
indebted to the following gentlemen for contributions
towards the programme of each meeting: Drs. Armstrong,
Kirkpatrick, Evans, Alloway, James Stewart, and others, for
many interesting specimens shown. During the past year
By-law No. 4 was amended so that five instead of three
ordinary members are in future to be elected to Council. The
following new members were elected during the year: Drs.
Edward Semple, G. A. Berwick, H. B. W. Carmichael, F. J.
Hackett, R. C. Kirkpatrick, George Fisk, S. F. Wilson, and
J. A. Henderson, making eighty-five present members. On
January i8th the British Medical Association was invited
unanimously by the Branch to hold its annual meeting here,
provided Carlisle would forego her claim-invitation by cable.
This was found impossible, however, as arrangetents had
already been made in that city. However at the next
meeting on April 15th, a further invitation was tendered the
Council in London to meet here in 1897, and at a meeting
on June 26th following, Drs. Armstrong and Adami were
elected delegates to the annual meeting at Carlisle to further
press the matter, the result being that the invitation was
accepted, and Dr. T. G. Roddick, President of this Branch,
was elected to the distinguished position of President-Elect.
As a consequence of this, your Council immediately set to
work to organise for the coming event, and at a meeting on
September 14th presented a representative list of names that
might constitute desirable committees to carry on the various
branches of such an organisation. At this meeting in
September, it was also resolved to call together the members
of the profession in the city, both French and English, with
a view to consider this matter. This meeting was subse-
quently held, so that the active work of organisation is now
divided up into many departments with an active committee
in charge of each, and the work is already well advanced.
New Members.-Twenty-nine gentlemen were elected mem-


